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MARCIA GREEN 

President’s Message  

In 1989, Bettie Archer Johnson (1923-2017) was inspired to form a new 
ABWA chapter and she and members of the Waterford Charter Chapter 
worked very hard to make it happen on January 29, 1990. We members 
of Novi Oaks Charter Chapter are the lucky beneficiaries of that work. 

I joined ABWA on St. Patrick’s Day in 1991. I wish I had known about 
ABWA when I was 16! After 35 years, I have taken on some new roles in 
ABWA for 2026. I am serving as a “Quad Chair” for the second year on 
the event to honor District V Vice President Renee Clement, which will be 
held on July 10th and 11th at the Kensington Hotel in Ann Arbor (see next page). Please plan on 
attending – it is a wonderful event! I am working with the other Quad Chairs, Shirley New of the 
Raintree Chapter in New Castle, Indiana, Amy Elberfeld from the Queen City Chapter in 
Cincinnati, and Diane Nixon from the Maia Chapter in Ann Arbor, and many other wonderful 
committee members from Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio. Let me know if you would like to join us! 

I also began my term as the Chair of the Eastern Michigan Council on January 1st of 2026, 
working with Vice Chair Heidi Jeney of the Suburban Connection Charter Chapter in Utica, 
Communications Officer Julie Sullivan of Novi Oaks and the Suburban Connection CC, and 
Financial Officer Jo Ann Huebner of the Greater Oakland Charter Chapter in Clarkston. Our first 
challenge as a board was to shift on the fly to doing a virtual meeting – for the first time ever –  
due to this crazy Michigan winter we have been having. Our next meeting will be on April 11th. 

Our DVP, Renee Clement (see next page), was the featured speaker at the February 7th meeting 
and presented an excellent program on member recruitment and retention. With the meeting 
being via Zoom, members from around the country were able to attend, including our current 
National President, Barbara Pedersen, and our most recent Past President, Anne O’Neil. 

The ABWA 2026 Virtual Regional Conference will be held on Friday and Saturday, March 27 and 
28. The cost to attend is $300 until February 24th. Novi Oaks will reimburse its members for the 
cost, so please plan on attending (register at www.abwa.org or 800-228-0007). ABWA National 
always gets the best speakers, and it is fun to see and meet members from all over the United 
States. If anyone would like to attend the conference together, you are welcome to come to La 
Casa del Verde (the Green house in Commerce Township). 

Our February 11th Novi Oaks chapter meeting will be via Zoom at 6:15 p.m., then we will begin 
meeting at the Farmington Community Library on Liberty Street as of March 11th At 6 p.m. The 
cost of our meetings will go down to $18 including dinner, $5 without dinner, and free via Zoom. 

I am very excited to share our line-up of speakers so far for 2026. ABWA has “Ambassadors,” 
who are either past national officers or Top Ten recipients (or both!). They have put together a 
speaker’s bureau, which offers programming for ABWA chapters. Please see pages 4 and 5 for 
details of these meetings. We will be seeing Dr. Deborah Johnson-Blake and Dior Davis, both of 
whom are currently serving on the National Board of Directors. Both have also received the 
highest Top Ten honor in ABWA – being chosen as “The American Business Woman of ABWA.” 
We will also see Lois Margolin, who has received top honors for speaking outside of ABWA, and 
Cindy Schmitt, who is currently serving as the Chair of the national Ambassador Steering 
Committee. Lois and Cindy have both served as national officers and are also Forever Top Tens.    

We are already planning for our 2026 Autumn Brunch With Auction, which will be held on 
Saturday, October 24, 2026, at the Hellenic Cultural Center on Joy Road in Westland. Please be 
sure to check in with Chris Struwe at cbstruweABWA87@gmail.com if you want to host a table for 
ten on that day or if you want to help go out and get donations from businesses. Be sure to 
download the flier from our website and send it to your friends to ask them to set aside the date. 

Best wishes for a shortened winter and lovely spring when it arrives. I hope to see you at our 
upcoming meetings and the Eastern Michigan Council and ABWA National events! 

Marcia Green, President 

http://www.abwa-novi.org/
http://www.abwa.org/
mailto:cbstruweABWA87@gmail.com
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO WORK ON THIS EVENT 
Zoom Meetings are on the first Monday of the month at 7:00 pm 

March 2, April 6, May 4, June 1, 15, and 29, if necessary 

• FUNDRAISING: Need people to help set up and manage the Silent Auction. We need 
donations for the auction (minimum of $25 value). Mary Ceccanese. 

Gift Card Envelope Pull (minimum $10 value): We need donations of gift cards that can 
be used anywhere (not local firms), which go to Chris Struwe. 

• DECORATIONS: Help to set up and take down – Amy Elberfeld is the chair on this project 
and could use help. 

• REGISTRATION / HOSPITALITY: Friday 4:30 pm – greeting people and directing them to 
the Los Amigos restaurant (across from the hotel).  

Saturday arrive around 8:00 am – Work with Jo Ann Huebner setting up the table, signing  
people in, greeting attendees, logistics, giving directions. 

 

MARCH 11, 2026, 6pm – Farmington Community Library 

 

http://www.abwa-novi.org/
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NOVI OAKS MEETINGS / EVENTS 
Mar 11 ....................... Dr. Deborah Johnson-Blake (Dr. DJ) / AI in Action / Farmington Comm Library 

APRIL 1 ........................................... Jen Miley / Burnout to Breakthrough: Resetting for What’s Next  
and Turning Your Mondays into Fridays! / Farmington Community Library 

May 13 .......................... Lois Margolin / Impact of Generations in the Workforce / Farmington Comm 

June 10 ..... Cindy Schmitt / Sometimes We Have to Step Back to Step Forward / Farmington Comm 

July 8 ........................................................................... Summer Celebration Picnic / Details to follow 

Aug 12 ............................... Dior Davis / From Awareness to Action / Farmington Community Library  

Oct 24 ........................................................... Autumn Brunch With Auction / Hellenic Cultural Center 
Cost $30 / Looking for donations / Get the word out to Save the Date! 

OTHER MEETINGS / EVENTS 

March 27-28 ........................................ ABWA Virtual Regional Conference / Cost $395 (reimbursed) 

April 11, 10am ................................................ Eastern MI Council / Crowne Plaza Hotel Auburn Hills 
Dr. Deborah Johnson-Blake (Dr. DJ): “Chapter Growth and Publicity” 

Cost is $25 and Novi Oaks reimburses $10: Register at www.abwa-emc.org  

June 13, 10am ............................................... Eastern MI Council / Crowne Plaza Hotel Auburn Hills 
NOVI OAKS IS HOSTING! Dior Davis / Activate Your Ambition: Self SWOT 
Cost is $25 and Novi Oaks reimburses $10: Register at www.abwa-emc.org 

July 10 & 11 ............................................... District V VP Honor Event / Kensington Hotel, Ann Arbor 
Cost is $60 and Novi Oaks reimburses $30: Registration not open yet 

Sept 29 to Oct 3 ...................................... ABWA National Women’s Leadership Conference (NWLC) 
Sugarland, TX / Estimated cost $615 / Novi Oaks will reimburse its members 

Please register for all Novi Oaks meetings on our website or in person 
no later than one week before a meeting at www.novi-abwa.org/events 

APRIL 1, 2026, 6pm – Farmington Community Library 

 

http://www.abwa-novi.org/
http://www.abwa-emc.org/
http://www.abwa-emc.org/
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Set of Core Values for the  
American Business Women’s Association 

The Proud Code of Conduct was developed as a means of 
guiding all members in making ethical decisions. The broad 
statements outlined in the Proud Code of Conduct are not 
expected to cover all conduct for all situations. This is why the 
Proud Code of Conduct was created as a living and fluid code.  

•  As an ABWA member, I will serve as a goodwill Ambassador for 
the American Business Women’s Association.  

•  As an ABWA member, I will adhere to the Association’s Bylaws 
and comply with the Association’s Brand Guidelines.  

•  As an ABWA member, I will not use my personal power or 
influence to advance my own interests.  

•  As an ABWA member, I will not allow my personal beliefs or 
convictions to alienate other members, prospective members, 
and sponsors at any level of the ABWA organization (local, 
regional or national).  

•  As an ABWA member, I will always treat member colleagues, 
the ABWA National Team, guests, speakers, vendors and 
sponsors with dignity and respect.  

 

2025-2026 Chapter Executive Board 

President ........................................ Marcia Green 
Vice President .................................... Mary Gantt 
Secretary .........................................Sheryl Mayer 
Treasurer ................................... Christina Struwe 

2026 Top Ten Nominee: 

Karen Wernette Kolc 

Novi Oaks’ 2025-2026 Women of the Year:  

Carol Ann Donnelly and Janice Jones 

2025 Council Woman of the Year:  

Mary Mills, Greater Oakland Charter Chapter 

2025-2026 National Executive Board 

President ................................ Barbara Pedersen 
Vice President ..................................... Dior Davis 
Secretary-Treasurer .............. Dr. Tracey Jackson 
District V-Vice President ............. Renee Clement 
Executive Director .................. Elizabeth Johnson 

 

ABWA National Headquarters 
P.O. Box 4757 

Overland Park, KS 66204-0757  
(800) 228-0007 / www.abwa.org 

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter Meeting Details: 

IN PERSON MEETINGS: 
 

When:  The 2nd Wednesday of each month  

 
When: 6:00 p.m. Dinner and Networking  
  6:30 p.m. Introductions, then presentation. 

Meeting follows.  

Cost: $22 with dinner / $10 w/o dinner 

Where: Locations vary / visit website for details 
 
 

TO REGISTER visit www.novi-abwa.org/events  

PRE-PAID RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
 

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter’s  

Vision Statement: 

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter educates and 
empowers women by supporting them to 
achieve their personal best. 

 

http://www.abwa-novi.org/
http://www.novi-abwa.org/


 

 

Mark your 
calendar for 
October 24, 

2026! 

www.novi-abwa.org 

Novi Oaks Charter Chapter 
2nd Wednesday of the month / Visit website for location of each meeting 

6pm Networking/Dinner │ 6:30 Introductions/Program 

$18 w/Dinner │ $5 w/o Dinner 

For reservations and details, visit www.novi-abwa.org/events 

   www.novi-abwa.org  

   NoviOaksABWA@gmail.com 

 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct 
 

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business 
Women’s Association. 

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere with 
the representation of ABWA’s mission. 

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and 
sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, 
and in good faith. 

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and 

Express Network Bylaws. 

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal 
interests. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by 
maintaining and enhancing their own business knowledge and skills, and by 
encouraging the professional development of other members. 

 

mailto:NoviOaksABWA@gmail.com

